
ABOUT THE PROGRAM

The Navy's center for hydrographic expertise, the
Naval Oceanographic Office (NAVOCEANO) and the
University of Southern Mississippi (USM) have formed
a partnership for hydrographic education. Academic
courses for this program are taught at Stennis Space
Center (SSC), Mississippi, the location of both NAVO-
CEANO and the USM Department of Marine Sciences.
The partnership combines the academic programs of
USM at SSC facilities and the expertise of NAVO-
CEANO personnel to train hydrographers.
The hydrography curriculum has received Category A
certification by the International Federation of
Surveyors/International Hydrographic Organization
Advisory Board on Standards of Competence for
Hydrographic Surveyors. The curriculum can be com-
pleted in one rigorous year of studies and includes a
hydrographic field project. Students entering the pro-
gram must hold a bachelor of science degree or equiv-
alent degree and be proficient in mathematics, physics,
and computer science. Upon successful completion of
the curriculum, students receive a master of science
degree in Hydrographic Science from USM.

MASTER OF SCIENCE IN HYDROGRAPHIC SCIENCE

The Master of Science in Hydrographic Science is a
non-thesis degree program. Each admitted student is
assigned an Advisory Committee consisting of an advi-
sor and two additional faculty members. This committee
guides the student throughout the course of the pro-
gram.
A total of 36 semester hours of graduate-level courses
must be completed with a minimum grade point average
of 3.0 on a 4.0 scale. A student can have no more than
two Cs in the course work.

PROGRAM ORGANIZATION

This is a non-thesis degree program offered over the
course of one calendar year. Students enter the pro-
gram in the fall semester and complete 15 hours of
classroom and laboratory-based studies. Instruction
continues with another 15 hours of lecture and laborato-
ry-based coursework in the spring semester. During the
summer semester, there is a combination of lecture-
based and practical instruction that ends with a hydro-
graphic field project.

HOUSING AND TRANSPORTATION

All classes are conducted at the USM Department of
Marine Sciences facilities at SSC, which is located
15-25 miles from the nearest cities in the area.
No military housing is available for students participat-
ing in IHSAP. They must make their own arrange-
ments for living quarters in rental apartments or hous-
es in the local commuting area during their participa-
tion in the program.
There is no Government or public transportation avail-
able for travel to SSC. Students must provide their
own transportation to SSC from their living quarters.

APPLICATION PROCEDURE

International military students should send their
requests to attend the program to the Office of
Defense Cooperation (ODC) located in the prospec-
tive student's country. In those countries where there
is no ODC, the request for attendance should be
directed to the U.S. Naval Attaché at the U.S.
Embassy. The course is listed in the Military Articles
and Service Listing (MASL) under the title
International Hydrographic Science Applications
Program and MASL number P-169265.



Mailing Address:  
Commanding Officer 
Naval Oceanographic Office 
ATTN: IHSAP Director, Career Training Division 
Stennis Space Center, MS 39522-5001

Telephone: (228) 689-8688
Fax: (228) 689-8449

Electronic Mail: hydrotraining@navo.navy.mil

Web site: http://www.navo.navy.mil/edu/ihsap.htm

The following Web sites provide detailed information
about:
Test of English as a Foreign Language 

http://www.toefl.org
The Graduate Record Examination 

http://www.gre.org 
The USM Hydrographic Science Master’s

Program 
http://www.marine.usm.edu/hydro/index.html

USM Graduate Admissions 
http://gradsch.mccain.usm.edu

REQUIREMENTS FOR ADMISSION

Students seeking admission to the degree program
must: 
! Meet the general admission and academic
requirements for all graduate programs as outlined in
USM's Graduate Bulletin. 
! Complete the Graduate Record Examinations. 
! Have a 3.0 or better grade point average for the
last two years of undergraduate study. 
! Have letters of recommendation sent by three
individuals. 
! Submit a two to three page letter of intent
expressing their academic, research, and career
goals.
The undergraduate transcripts of potential students
are evaluated to ensure that they have taken all nec-
essary mathematics, physics, and computer science
courses. Full-time students are admitted to the
degree program only in the fall semester of each
academic year since the spring semester courses
build upon knowledge acquired during the fall
semester. All application materials for fall semester
admission should be received by USM no later than
1 March.
A minimum score of 560 is required on the Test of
English as a Foreign Language examination for
applicants whose native language is not English.
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